
 

 

 

March 2015, Vol. 6 Issue 9 

Coupeville Lions Club 

Cagey Comments  

 Coupeville, Washington  

The Coupeville Lions Club meets Wednesday Evenings 
6:00 pm Fellowship/6:30 pm Networking/7:00 pm Dinner.  1 hour meeting/program. 

We meet at the Coupeville Methodist Church (North Main and 7th Street) 

Contents: 

Membership Corner 2 

Scholarship Auction 3 

Thank You, Bakers 5 

Barn Sort 6 

What’s Coming Up 6 

Doris Randall 6 

Proposed Officers 7 

Getting to know you… 7 

We Served 8 

Lions Day 8 

Did you know… 9 

Calendar 10 

Lion Officers 

Molly Hughes, President 

Sue Hartin, Secretary  

Bruce MacNair, 1stVP 

Ricardo Reyes, 2nd VP 

Teresa Ellis, 3rd VP 

Jackie Feusier, Treasurer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Phone 678-4105 

To leave a message 
 

Editor—Jan Graham  
with help from I.M. Lion 

360-720-9413 
 

Photos by Marsha Phay and  
various helpers. 

Molly’s Minute Molly Hughes, President 

Hello Coupeville Lions! 

First things first:  I want to give a giant 
THANK YOU to all the members of our Club 
who made the 10th Annual Scholarship      
Dinner and Auction another great success!  
Thanks to all of you who sold tickets, donated 
an auction item, paid for a scholarship at the 
auction, attended the auction, brought friends to the auction, 
baked a dessert, helped with set-up and clean-up, decorated, and 
all the hundreds of other jobs, big and small, that are necessary to 
pull off an event of this size.  

I know many people helped but special thanks go to the Chairs 
and Lead Volunteers; Jackie Feusier, Joe Walck, Orson Christen-
sen, Vicky and Ricardo Reyes, Jan Graham, Sue Waters, Carol 
Parbs, Barb Vaughan, Paul Bigelow, Jim Phay, Cindy VanDyk, 
Deanna Rogers, Marsha Phay, Penny Barville, Dave Fish, Tom 
Smith, Dave Saunders, Gary and Sandy Leake, John Roomes, Rudy 
Parhaniemi, Bruce MacNair, and Bob Clay.  Also, thanks to our 
many sponsors, the local businesses, and the community who 
support us every year; we couldn’t do any of it without them.  In 
the end it’s all about our students and how we can help them take 
that next step into higher education.  I’m especially proud of the 
fact that the Coupeville Lions are able to support them in many 
types of advanced learning, from four-year universities and com-
munity colleges to trade schools and the military. 

We will continue in this theme of supporting the young people of 
our community with our programs in March.  First up will be the 
third quarter Student of the Quarter presentations and potluck.  
Next, some students from the 4-H Teen Leadership group will 
report to us on a government conference they attended—our 
Club helped sponsor their registration fees.  Last, we will get a 
report from our own Leo’s Club as to what they have been up to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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this year.  It will be a fun month of programs full of youthful energy. 

We get a little breather this month as far as service projects go.  Along with our monthly service 
jobs, Ron Boyer has a couple more Shake Cutting 101 sessions lined up and Julian Sayer is gearing 
up for more garage sale activity.  He says the barn is already almost full so this year’s sale is going 
to be a big one. 

I want to give a quick plug for next month’s New Member Open House, and I will wrap this 
month’s Minute up.  The Open House will be held on April 8th and is our chance to show off our 
great Members and our service to the community!  Please start thinking about any friends you 
may want to have join us in membership and in service.  Coupeville Lions ROCK!  Ask your friends 
to join in the fun; the more the merrier! 

Thanks for all you do! 

Lion President Molly 

Molly’s Minute  (Continued from page 1) 

Membership Corner 
Nine months, three fourths of a year, is a fairly long time.  Yet who's counting?  I, for one, will al-
ways remember when Deb Falk joined our Coupeville Lions Club for it was only days before my 
“fall from grace”!  Much has transpired for Deb since then.  She and her husband had recently 
moved from Alaska to the island when Rob and Sigi Johnson introduced her to the Lions.  The 
positive energy Deb exudes is infectious, and she enthusiastically participated in many of our ac-
tivities.  Alas, a granddaughter was born and matters of the heart and family pulled her away 
more often than not to Ashland, Oregon.   

This past Wednesday, February 25th, Deb finally was formally inducted  and received her 
yellow vest.  Her house is up for sale, so it is only a matter of time before she leaves.  However, 
she hopes to participate in a few activities before heading 
south to Oregon.  Deb has already looked into Ashland's Lions 
Club and will transfer to them at some point.  Lion Dennis Bul-
lock encouraged her to reserve the right to remain a member 
to our club, just in case she and her husband change their 
minds and return to our island; as did John and Pat Kohlmann! 

We are pleased to announce that we will be inducting new 
members, Marilyn and Brian Pulk, in the very near future .  
Many of you have met them at meetings they attended in Janu-
ary and February.  Brian and Marilyn have made friends among 
our group over the years—they were neighbors of Penny and David Barville when they split their 
time between Redmond and Whidbey.  Retired now, Coupeville is their permanent address.  They 
contacted us via the website about joining, which indicates their keen interest in supporting our 
motto WE SERVE.  No "hard sell" needed to get these two to sign on!   

Don’t forget that Wednesday, April 8th is the date for this year's Membership Open House .  
Begin thinking about an acquaintance, a neighbor, or someone you encounter in your daily activi-
ties who might augment our ability to serve others—be it local or worldwide.  Should you have 
any questions, please contact Pat or myself about the process to membership.  We are here to as-
sist you. 

 Lions Pat and Sue Waters, Membership Co-Directors 

Just imagine if every Lion—1.35 

million of them—asked just one 
person to join their club… 

...now imagine how much more 

Lions could do and how many 

more people they could serve! 
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Another successful Scholarship Auction and Dinner 
was pulled off by our Club last month.  Approximately 
125 tickets were sold and over $28,000 were raised 
by the auctions, Dessert Dash, and Desserts for a Year 
raffle.  While we don’t have the final figures, we know 
we will have approximately $25,000 to award to 
scholarship recipients.  Lion Jackie Feusier, who’s the 
treasurer for the event, will have final figures after 
she recuperates from her knee surgery earlier this week. 

Many hands and heads went into pulling off this event.  The core committee included Orson Chris-
tensen, Jackie Feusier, Jan Graham, Vicky Reyes, Deanna Rogers, Paul Bigelow, Jim Phay, Barbara 

Vaughan, Carol Parbs and Sue Waters.  Paul Bigelow, Jim Phay, and 
Vin Sherman scoured the businesses in Coupeville and beyond, 
raising donations to offset the costs of the event.  With the costs 
covered, it allows all donations raised during the evening to go to 
scholarships.  This is a big deal! 

Joe Walck and Jackie designed and printed the tickets and the fly-
ers early in the year to give us a good start.  Barbara Vaughan was 
the major force behind getting donations for both the silent and 
live auctions.  She worked with Jackie to ensure we had quality 

items, and then Jackie organized and created the auction display, the program, and the script for 
the auction.  Jackie will also get the Thank You letters out to donors.  

Carol Parbs sold the tickets, keeping track of the money and 
reserved tables.  Ricardo Reyes and his crew figured out 
how to get folks in the door quickly, get them registered, 
and find their tables.  Vicky, with Dave Saunders, Tom Smith 
and Dave Fish (and help from Molly Hughes and Ricardo) 
checked everyone out after the event, collecting money and 
ensuring folks received their certificates and receipts.  

The work started early Friday morning to transform the 
Elks Lodge into a special space for the auction and dinner.  

The tables were beautifully decorated by Deanna, Marsha Phay, 
Penny Barville and Teresa Ellis.  Sue Waters transformed a couple of 
rectangular tables into a beautiful arrangement of fairy lights, flow-
ers, and pedestals for the desserts.  Cindy VanDyk created a display of 
scholarship recipients that went back to 2005.  Jackie staged the si-
lent auction items along one wall to entice guests to complete for 
dozens of donated items.  Jan pushed tables and chairs around until 
she was satisfied that there was enough space around the auction 

and the wine and snacks.  Vicky set up the check-in and checkout areas complete with signs.  
Doughnuts were consumed.  Bruce McNair arrived around noon to wait for the sound crew and 
greet any dessert donors.   

That evening, guests were in for a treat.  Since it was a Friday evening, the committee wanted a 
casual atmosphere.  They provided hot and cold hors d’oeuvres —including cheese, crackers, and 

Scholarship Auction and Dinner   
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wine from Beth Kuchynka at bayleaf.  The wine was coordinated 
by Ron Wilkinson and cheerfully served by Sandy and Gary Leake, 
Rudy Parhaniemi, John Roomes, and Ron 
Wilkinson.  Bruce McNair stepped in to serve 
the beer from Flyers.  Attendees munched, 
sipped, and enjoyed the music of the Jerry 
Jones Quartet, while they searched for the 
perfect item in the silent auction, chatted 
with new and old friends, and viewed the 

display of the scholarships received these last 10 years.  While guests en-
joyed themselves, Jim Phay quickly all the cards for the Desserts for a Year 
Drawing. 

After whetting their appetites, guests sat down to 
a dinner of BBQ ribs, salad, potatoes, and beans 
served family style.  The ribs fell off the bone—no 
mess or fuss—and no one went hungry.  Gloria 
Mickunas, owner of Whidbey Party Girls, worked 
with the Honor Society and LEOS high school stu-
dents who were our servers and helpers.  Hugh 
Hedges got their dinner orders and 

went out to fulfill their wishes from local fast food restaurants. 

But wait…there was more!  The Dessert Dash put us all over the 
top—visually and gastronomically.  The desserts prepared by Li-
ons or their spouses (male and female!) attracted a lot of attention 
and made choosing just one, harder than it looked.  Sue Waters was 
on hand to help table representatives choose and carry off their 
chosen sweet. 

While we ate our dessert, Dale Sherman and Bob Clay got the live 
auction started and folks generously waved their auction number to compete for some pretty 
great items.  Many raised their paddles for the Scholarship Donations/Sponsorships, which 

brought in close to $6000! 

Once again, the Coupeville Lions came together to support our 
Coupeville seniors in an outstanding show of generosity and car-
ing.  They say “It takes a Village to raise a child” and as you can 
see—it takes a great Club to raise money for their scholarships. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s dinner and 
auction a huge success! 
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Thank you, Bakers! 

Dessert Dash and Dessert for a Year a Huge Success! 

Dessert Dash- 2015 
It is with great pleas-
ure that I say, "Wow, 
we did it!"  My small 
army of bakers ex-
ceeded previous 
years' donations.  I 
would like to thank 
each of you once again for either baking or asking a friend or two to join in—thank you, Barb 
Vaughn!  Not only were the desserts visual masterpieces, these good people humored me by send-
ing in the recipe for the Dessert Cookbook.  The cookbook was an added incentive to encourage 
tables to add to their kitty, so they could not only have first choice at the Dessert Table, but to also 
receive a copy of the recipes.   

The list of those I wish to acknowledge are as follows: 
Sue Hartin, Cherry Pie; Doug Kroon, Berry topped 
Cheesecake; Molly Hughes, To Die For Carrot Cake; 
Darci Truax, Bête Noir (Black Beast); Lori English, Car-
rot Cake; Vicky Reyes, Mile High Coconut Cake; Marsha 
Phay, Pineapple Upside Down Cake; Sue Bullock, Decon-
structed Cheesecake; Christie Sears, Glazed Darkest 
Chocolate Cake with Caramel Topping and Sea Salt; Sue 
Waters, Lemon Glazed Orange Chiffon Cake; Teresa 
Ellis, Hummingbird Cake; Miriam Johnston, Crostata di 
Marmellata; Marilyn Engle, Rum Cake; Margie Parker, 
French Apple Tart; Verleen Boyer, Pear-Cardamom Pie 
with Almond Crust; Anne Colligan, Mince Pie with Hard Sauce; Jackie Feusier, Pecan Sandi New 
York Cheesecake; and     Mrs. Reuble, Grapefruit Panna Cotta.  Boy my mouth is watering as I list 
this gourmet Dessert Menu.  As the picture above indicates, it was a spectacular display of culi-
nary expertise. Thanks to each and every one of you. 

Dessert for a Year 
The planning committee came up with a new way to raise 
scholarship dollars this year.  Get a deck of cards and offer a 
chance to win a year's worth of desserts for $10 a card.   

Well, the 52 cards went rapidly since each person felt they 
had a good chance of winning.  And the winners of this 
year's Dessert for a Year, "The Luck of the Draw", were Ron 
and Verleen Boyer.  

It was a very successful raffle, and I hope that we do this 
again next year.  Thank you to the 12 bakers who will de-
liver desserts this year.   I will be sending you reminders at 
the beginning of the month you signed up for.  

 Sue Waters, Dessert Dash/Dessert of the Month Chair 
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Funeral for  Doris Randall is March 7 at 10am 

 at Coupeville Methodist Church 

Doris joined the Coupeville Lions Club on May 3, 2006 after she 
married Rod Randall, who had been a long term active member.  
Her Club Scrapbook won 1st place at the MD19 Convention in 
2008. 

Roger Sherman remembers working with her on a Coupeville 
Methodist Church project, and was amazed with her stamina and 
organization ability.  She was appointed chair person for the 
Methodist church’s sesquicentennial (150 years) anniversary.  
She took charge of several programs and made them happen.  
She took care of both of her husbands when they were very ill 
and not expected to survive.  

 

Shake Shingles 101 on March 9 and 23—work continues on the preservation project for the 
Crockett Blockhouse roof.  Contact Ron Boyer if you’d like to help out—678-1902 or 
rfboyer@comcast.net. 

Program for March 11—Students of the Quarter for this meeting.  Potluck assignments are as 
follows:  Salad—R-Z     Entrée—A-F     Dessert—G-P 

Program for March 25—Leos will speak tonight.  Don’t miss this opportunity to meet some of 
the students who may receive a scholarship from our Club.  

We’ve managed to keep up fairly well with sorting, boxing, and put-
ting away donations, including large items, on an on-going basis.  
Because we’ve been so efficient, many of the second Saturday 
monthly barn sorts have been canceled.   

However, now that two of our four barns are over two-thirds full, we will need small barn sorts on 
an as-needed basis, rather than wait for the second Saturdays to come around.  Therefore, I would 
like to establish a pool of Lions to draw from that could be available on short notice.  In most cases, 
a crew of 2 to 4 Lions working 1 to 2 hours will enable our operation to continue to run smoothly. 
Please contact me if you are able to help out—360-320-2414, j-k-sayers@msn.com or see me at a 
dinner meeting 

The second Saturday barn sorts are hereby canceled and future barn sorts will be announced as 
needed.  Thanks. 

 Julian Sayers, Garage Sale Chair 

Our Barns are Getting Full 
New Plan for Sorting Garage Sale Items 

mailto:rfboyer@comcast.net?subject=Shake%20Cutting
mailto:j-k-sayers@msn.com
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Proposed 2015-2016 Officers 

The nomination committee has been working to assemble a slate of officers for the coming    
Lions’ year.  Our bylaws provide that the nominating committee will be the three most recent 
past presidents and the current 1st Vice President with the immediate past president as the 
chair.  The current committee is Ron Wilkinson, chair, and members Bruce MacNair, David 
Vaughan, and Fred Bronson. 

We are currently looking for a candidate for 2nd Vice President.  This is the Board position that 
oversees fund raising.  The position is also in line to proceed through the chairs to be President 
of the club.  If you are interested, please contact one of the committee members.  

Here is the slate of candidates that will be proposed at the board and general meetings on 
March 4, 2015.  These names will be read at the meetings on March 4, 11, and 18 with a vote on 
the 18th.  Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the meetings on the 4th and 11th. 

 Ron Wilkinson 

President—Bruce MacNair Lion Tamer—Gary Parker 

1st Vice President—Ricardo Reyes Tail Twister—Joe Walck, Carol Parbs, Associate 

2nd Vice President—Vacant 1st Year Directors—Bob Johnson and Jim Shank 

3rd Vice President—Doug Kroon 2nd Year Directors—Noel Hanson and Ken Halvorson 

Secretary—Sue Hartin Membership Director—John Kohlmann 

Treasurer—Jackie Feusier Immediate Past President—Molly Hughes 

 

The latest “Member Speak” was from new member Doug Kroon at 
our February 25th meeting.  His family moved to Coupeville 50 years 
ago.  Doug graduated from Coupeville High and Seattle Pacific Col-
lege, and returned to teach at Coupevile Elementary.  In 1974 Doug 
started the Knead & Feed Bakery Restaurant.  With his family’s help, 
the Kroon family has operated the restaurant for over 40 years.  
Doug left the island to teach school for 30 years and returned to 
manage the Knead & Feed. 

Although Doug was born in Seattle, he considers Coupeville home.  

After living in southern California for nearly 30 years, he has been 

happy to be back on the island.  Doug is one of seven siblings most of 

whom live in the area.  He is pleased to be back near his family including over 30 nephews and 

nieces.  Doug has been partnered with Martin Flores for nearly 28 years.  They have been married 

for over six years  Martin continues to live in California until he, too, can retire to Whidbey.  
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February 4 Meeting—Awards were given out by President Molly to the following Lions: 
Jim Shank a Silver Membership Growth Award Pin for inviting a new member to join in October  
Joe Hillers a Membership Key for sponsoring at least 2 new members and a 10 years Chevron  
Ron Boyer, Anne & Jim Colligan for Perfect Attendance 2013-14  
Don Richardson a 15 years Chevron  
30 years Chevrons will be mailed to Don Sherman and Ed Johnson and 10 years Chevrons to    
Malcolm & Victoria Bishop  
 
Blood Drive—We had another successful Blood Drive on February 6th with 68 registered do-
nors, including one first time donor and 57 units of blood collected.  Thank you to the many Lions 
that donate their time to this worthy cause: canteen workers, greeters, donor callers, cookie mak-
ers, blood runner and cleanup crew.  We get many compliments on the delicious homemade cook-
ies and the friendly attitude of the Lions volunteers.  

February 11 MeetingɂWe had a busy meeting that night.  Sandra 
Pollard, author of Puget Sound Whales for Sale: The Fight to End 
Orca Hunting  made a presentation on her new book.  It was an enlight-
ening history of hunting Orcas in Washington State from 1964 -1976, 
including the terrible capture in Penn Cove in 1970.  She also gave an 

update on the efforts to free Lolita and have her re-
turned to her pod.  More information is available in her 
book and online at Orca Network. 

We also said good-bye to Orson Christensen, our Scholarship Auction chair for 
the last two years.  He is transferring his membership back to North Whidbey Li-
ons now that he’s no longer coaching at Coupeville High School.  We’ll miss him, 
but wish him well. 

Eye Glass Assistance—The optician who did eye exams and provided glasses for our eye glass 
assistance program is no longer in business.  Lion Carol Parbs, chair for the assistance program 
has been contacting businesses on the island to find a replacement.  With the help of Lion Rob 
Johnson, she identified Vision Plus in Oak Harbor.  Rob will provide the eye exams for a low fee 
and Vision Plus will provide the glasses at a very reduced price.  If someone needs help with get-
ting glasses and they are at or below Federal poverty level, they can contact Carol for help getting 
plugged into the process.  John Roomes provides the same assistance for people who need help 
with hearing aids.  

We served...and we had fun! 

Island County International Lions Day 

On Tuesday March 3 at 10 am the Island County Commissioners 
will proclaim that Saturday March 7 will be Lions Day in    
Island County.  Dennis Bullock will speak at the meeting giving 
a brief history of International Lions Day.  The meeting will be 
held in the Commissioners Hearing Room located downstairs in 
the Courthouse Annex Building, Room #B102. 

You’re invited to attend if you wish.  Wear your vest! 
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Did You Know…? 

Melvin Jones was the founder of the Lions. 

Melvin Jones was born in 1879 and was 38 years old when he started the Lions Club.  He was the 
sole owner of his own insurance agency in Chicago by the time he was 33, and belonged to a local 
business circle.  He was frustrated that his fellow business owners thought about how to make 
their own businesses better, but not how to make their communities better.   

He personally believed “you can’t get very far until you start doing something for somebody else”  
So, he invited business men from all over the Chicago area to a meeting to develop a service or-
ganization.  From this meeting, the Lions Clubs were born.  Eventually he gave up his insurance 
business to work full-time at Lions International Headquarters in Chicago and help shape the im-
portant new organization.   

Melvin Jones represented Lions Clubs International at the United Nations Conference on Interna-
tional Organization and helped to develop the UN’s mission and charter.  The Lions were one of 
the few non-governmental groups to be invited to this important meeting.  In 1950 Melvin Jones 
was named Secretary General for life for his outstanding contribution to Lions Clubs Interna-
tional.  He died in 1961 at the age of 82. 

Important Lions Dates 

1917 Lions was founded by Melvin Jones 

1920 Lions became international when the first club in Canada was chartered 

1925 Helen Keller asked the Lions to be Knights of the Blind 

1938 The Coupeville Lions Club was chartered! 

1945 Lions Club International (LCI) was invited to assist in drafting the United Nations Charter 

1957 The Leo program was created 

1975 The Lioness Program was started 

1987 The LCI constitution was amended to allow women to join 

2011 The 94th International Convention was held in Seattle 

2014 There are 1.36 million members in 46,000 Clubs in 206 countries 

2017 The Lions will celebrate 100 years of service! 

 

LIONS stands for:  Liberty Intelligence Our Nation’s Safety 

 

Official Colors:   

Purple for loyalty and integrity and Gold for sincerity, liberality, purity and generosity. 

Motto:  WE SERVE 

Mission Statement: To empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace, and promote international understanding through Lions clubs.  

Vision Statement:  To be the global leader in community and humanitarian service. 
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April 2015 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

March 2015 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 March 
3 Woodcutting—9:30 am; Recycle Center 

4 Board Meeting/Dinner/Meeting/Program—Super. 
Jim Shank will talk about the upcoming levy 

6 Commodities Distribution—9:30 am; Cam Bey Apts. 

6-8 Spring Conference—Surrey, BC 

7-8 Advanced Lions Leadership Institute—Calgary,    
Alberta 

9 Shake Cutting 101—9:30 am; Boyer Barn 

11 Dinner/Meeting/Program—Students of the Quarter! 
Salad—R-Z       Entrée—A-F      Dessert—G-P  

18 Board Meeting/Dinner/Meeting/Program—from 4-H 
Teen Leadership Club on government conference  

23 Shake Cutting 101—9:30 am; Boyer Barn 

25 Dinner/Meeting/Program—Leos will speak tonight! 

 April 

1 Board Meeting/Dinner/Meeting 

3 Commodities Distribution—9:30 am; Cam Bey Apts. 

7 Woodcutting—9:30 am; Recycle Center 

8 Dinner/Meeting/Program—Membership Open 
House 

10-12 Northwest Lions Leadership Institute—Salem, OR 

15 Board Meeting/Dinner/Meeting/Program—White 
Cane Program and Special Guest Charles Leavitt 

22 Dinner/Meeting/Program—White Cane “Twirling”  
& Envelope Stuffing 

29 5th Wednesday Lion BINGO—Rec Hall 

30 White Cane Days—Whidbey Island Bank 

Send pictures to Joe Walck at joewalck@comcast.net.  


